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14 December 2016 
 
Dear Neil, 
 
I am writing to provide your committee with Dr Brian Montgomery’s recent review of 
new medicines access, and the Scottish Government’s response to his 
recommendations and further steps on this issue.  
 
In recent years the Scottish Government has taken a number of significant steps to 
improve the balance of decisions on approving new medicines to help patients get 
better access to treatments that can give them longer, better quality lives. 
 
You may recall the work the previous Health and Sport Committee undertook in 2013 
on access to new medicines which began in response to three petitions brought to 
the Parliament on behalf of patients suffering from rare and orphan diseases.   
 
I am happy to report that we will take forward Dr Montgomery’s recommendations. I 
am also pleased to record that Dr Montgomery’s review recognises the impact of the 
improvements, following the previous reforms in 2013-14, have made to accessing 
new medicines.  His review confirms that access to new medicines in Scotland has 
improved since 2013 and that there has been an increase in the SMC’s combined 
acceptance rates for orphan/cancer medicines from 48% between November 2011 
to October 2013, to 75% between May 2014 to March 2016 for ultra-orphan, orphan 
and end of life.   
 
The report also highlights the wide stakeholder support for the reforms to date.  We 
will continue to build on that support and engagement as we implement Dr 
Montgomery’s recommendations in collaboration with our stakeholders. 
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In addition to implementing the review’s recommendations we will be making further 
improvements to the processes for the non-routine access to medicines on an 
individual case by case basis. You will know we piloted the Peer Approved Clinical 
System (PACS) in Glasgow in 2015 for ultra-orphan medicines and that has now 
successfully rolled out to other health boards in Scotland.  We will make further 
improvements by introducing a second tier of PACS to replace and build on the 
existing Individual Patient Treatment Request (IPTR) system, where access to 
medicines has improved from 69% in 2012-13 to 87% in 2015-16, and bring greater 
consistency overall to individual access processes. This will include the introduction 
of a new national appeals process.     
 
I will continue to provide further information in due course on the progress of these 
further improvements.  
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